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NEW POWER SUPPLY CONTRACT AND NO RATE CHANGE FOR 2016
Another holiday season has come and gone and we all collectively begin another new year. There
is news to share and I will get right to it. If you are a regular reader of this newsletter, you will
recall that our District for the last 2.5 years has been considering power supply options along
with other similar distributors throughout NPPD’s customer base. In November at the regular
board meeting, Seward County PPD directors did vote to enter into a new 20-year wholesale
power supply contract with NPPD. The contract review process has been lengthy, extensive,
educational and ultimately useful. NPPD has recently announced its success in retaining over
90 percent of its traditional wholesale customers to date and has provided a 2016 rate discount to
all of these customers that have moved to the new contract. As a result of our participation in the
new contract, the NPPD action on rates will allow our District to keep retail rates in place with
no increase for the third year in a row. I believe that constitutes good news.

OTHER NEWS AND NOTES
In December the District received the final reimbursement monies from FEMA that resulted from
damages sustained in the Mother’s Day 2014 Storm that damaged Beaver Crossing and the SW
part of the service area. The wire was in the amount of $447,011. We had received $1.5 million
earlier. The storm damage total was just under $2.6 million.
The District management recently reviewed the new four-year construction work plan with the
Board of Directors. The plan was developed by the District’s engineering consultant RVW, Inc.
of Columbus. Two of the more major investments will include preparing to serve Pleasant Dale
from the rural substation west of town and making changes throughout the village to upgrade
service to 12.47 KV in town which will match the same voltage throughout the rest of the county.
The District will also retire the old village substation. A similar project will do the same thing
for the Village of Staplehurst and thereafter the entire service area will be uniform at a common
voltage and power can be moved into towns and back out to rural lines allowing for better
reliability and servicing options.
This is the time of the year when the District office works on annual reports, safety reports and
prepares for the annual audit. In going through some safety information I found it interesting that
the District had 14 instances in 2015 where members of the public hit facilities belonging
to the District. Normally these are related to cars, trucks, farm equipment and contractor
equipment. It is fortunate that none of these incidents resulted in serious injuries. We
remind you again to slow down and look up, around and behind when operating
motorized vehicles and equipment.
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PLANTINGS ADJACENT TO DISTRICT FACILITIES
Below you will see the challenge District employees face when consumers elect to plant bushes or other
vegetation near pedestals and transformers. From time to time it’s necessary to access the facilities and it
becomes a challenge to determine how to do this without damaging the garden or bush involved. The better
outcome is to simply remember to allow plenty of room for our people to access the equipment.

Thank you for keeping this in mind.
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GRASSROOTS REPORT
By the time you read this, the short session of the Nebraska Legislature will be well underway. The new
session presents a long list of issues for senators to consider with limited time and resources to do so.
Key issues will likely be related to taxes, education funding, Medicaid expansion, bridge and road funding,
prison reform and various social issues. The projected revenue shortfall and how best to address it could also
impact the amount of time that Senators have to spend on proposed legislation.
Legislation that could impact the electric industry in our state will be closely monitored to be sure that the
interests of the people of Nebraska are protected. The public power model has served the citizens of our state
very well, keeping rates affordable while maintaining reliability, resulting in retail rates that are currently
ranked 14th in the nation. That is a ranking we are well-positioned to improve upon in the future.
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For additional ways to save, contact
Seward County PPD’s energy experts
at (402) 643-2951.
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